Website exercises
Tony Varrato

“Fakie”
___________________________________________________________________
1. 
The background
1.
The initials FBI stand for Federal Bureau of Investigation. What do you know about its tasks and organization?
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2.
What is the equivalent organization in your country? Is there one? If not, why not?

3.
Is there really such a thing as the FBI Witness Protection Program? Use the Internet to find out and write a short summary of the information you find there.

4.
Put yourself in Alex’s position. Do you think you could handle seven or eight changes of identity in just a few years? What else could you do to stay safe?
5.
Some of the places where Alex and his mother have lived are mentioned in Chapter Six of the story. Print out a map of the USA, find and mark the places. Can you see any “pattern” in their movements that would help Steve and his gang to find them?
2.
The vocabulary


1. Do you like crosswords? This one contains many of the new words in this reader. So if you find the clues difficult, just flip through the book and check out the annotations at the bottom of each page!
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Across
  3
Publication that deals with a special subject

  7
Hair that is not straight

  8
To talk in a sharp, unfriendly way

10
Participants were selected … random

12
Sudden attack by police on criminals

14
Short form of the word “professional”

15
Name for a method of getting rid of rubbish or other unwanted things by putting them in a hole in the ground

18
Short form of the word “advertisement”

19
Opposite of “young”

22
Popular hot drink
23
To pull something heavy along the ground

25
Agreement 

28
Why do we say “a university” but “… umbrella”?

29
I saw the ad … the Internet

30
She wasn’t clever enough to go … college

Down

  1
To frighten 

  2
Path, or marks on the ground showing a person’s or an animal’s progress

  3
Opposite of “your”

  4
Weapon that fires bullets

  5
To hit with great force

  6
Opposite of “far”

  8
Opposite of “happy”

  9
Very dry and unproductive

11
Opposite of “from”

13
Opposite of “night”

14
Secret and dangerous plan

16
Not genuine

17
Stupid person

20
Used here to mean “spy”

21
Short for “Daniel”

24
Opposite of “stop”

26
“I don’t know her … all!”

27
Short American spelling for “low”

2.
American and British English



You are probably more familiar with British English, so perhaps you found some of the words in the reader a little unfamiliar. Here are two “boxes” of words: American and British words. Put the words with the same meaning together in a list. The words in red have a different meaning in the other “language”. Find out the meanings and explain them – or use them correctly in a sentence.









US English

British English


sidewalk
eraser
cellphone
rubber
boot
bloke



trunk
guy
subway
mobile
pavement
    


soccer


underground
football
 
3.
A little grammar

Each of these sentences are taken from the book but have been changed so that they contain one grammatical mistake. Find it and correct it.
1.
Alex was still nervous about his first day at a new school even though he has started school twice before this year.

2.
In those few seconds, a small crowd had come together to see when it was time to watch a good fight.

3.
He let Lankford to drive off before he was following.
4.
As they got into the hallway with the rest of the students, Brian was back to be tough.

5.
On weekends, he and his family would gone to parks, ride bikes, and play board games.

6.
Two weeks passed before Danny regains consciousness.
7.
If he called his mom earlier, the police could have been there in time to save his dad.

8.
Sonya almost dropped the cheese soup she was about serving.

9.
Frank walked out of the room. He could feel Steve’s eyes burn a hole in his back.

10.
That Saturday, Sonya has driven the boys to the junkyard to search for a rail.

4.
Jumbled words

In the following ten sentences, all taken from the story, one of the words has been jumbled (= the letters have been mixed up). Pick out the right words and correct the sentences.
1.
“But I’ll need some new clothes like baggy stanp, loose t-shirts and of course, a skateboard.”

2.
The state prison outside Chicago was gothu.

3.
Soon she had printed out a driver’s license, social yturcise cards and birth certificates.

4.
“It was a typical first day. I dressed right, the teachers seem ok, and I met the first lyblu, I think.”

5.
“Then you’d better find their tentrap before my appeal date.”
6.
Many cars away, Lankford’s killer watched him through his rolincabus.

7.
On Saturdays, the sidewalks were reserved for skateboarders and roller lebdars.

8.
YES!! He had landed his first eforntids 180!!

9.
“I ride my four-releweh through the woods,” Brian smiled.
10.
The FBI wanted Danny and Eileen to yftitse against Steve in court.

5.
Loose ends

There are one or two loose ends left at the end of the story. Give your own opinion on how things will turn out.

1. What do you think will happen – or has happened – to Frank and Leah?
2. Is Steve going to be safe even in prison? What might happen to him now?

3. What about the computer hacker Ed? Do you think he has been paid for the work he did and is now living happily on the Philippines – or what?
